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We are SLI. A not-for-profit supporting the efforts of individuals living 
with intellectual/developmental disabilities by promoting:  
Success • Learning • Inclusion

Our Mission

To accomplish the mission, SLI:

• Offers guidance to clients in determining and following their 
chosen path in life

• Enhances clients’ individual capabilities and skills by offering 
life-long learning opportunities

• Engages clients, families, guardians, and staff in developing 
plans and measuring accomplishments

• Promotes clients’ rights through education and advocacy

Vision Statement



If I had to use one word to describe 2021 as it relates to SLI, it would be adaptability. Every single 
aspect of our organization has had to adapt to a variety of factors that directly influenced the way in which we carry 
out our work. We were challenged at every turn to stop, adjust, pivot, plan, and then start that process all over 
again. 

The pandemic was the primary contributing factor that started this roller coaster ride. In short, we had to determine 
how to keep our clients and employees as safe as possible amidst a virus we knew nothing about. Throughout the 
last two years, we have had to act, make plans, set a course, and wait nervously to see how this would impact our 
clients and staff. Then, as we know all too well, things would begin to take a turn for the better and, with a big sigh 
of relief, we started getting back to “normal,” only to be right back where we were within weeks.

The clients had to learn very quickly how to adapt to the constant changes in their routine, isolation from family 
and friends, and lack of community involvement. This has all taken a toll on our clients, but they persevered and 
managed remarkably well. 

The challenging employment market also left SLI in a critically low staffing situation. We implemented hazard pay, 
bonuses, additional benefits, hiring and referral bonuses, and other methods to retain and recruit. Ultimately, we 
had to implement an organizational restructuring and close two of our homes to consolidate the number of homes 
we staffed.

Even our CARF accreditation survey was different, as it was completed virtually. However, nothing interfered with 
our commitment to continuous quality improvement.

While all of this still feels very fresh and heavy on our shoulders, I am so proud of how the SLI community pulled 
together to overcome every challenge that has presented. Our clients, families, guardians, staff, and volunteers 
collaborated to do whatever we needed to do. The ability to be adaptable with this level of intensity and frequency 
is not something we care to engage in every day, but knowing we can, is enlightening, powerful, and will have a 
lasting impact on the way in which we conduct business moving forward.

Lisa Jackson
SLI President/CEO
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Success Story

Annette is an outgoing and cheerful individual who has been 
a part of SLI’s Community Living Program and Community 
Integration Program for almost four years.

Some of Annette’s favorite SLI activities are when they go 
swimming and all of the different parties. “Especially the dance 
parties though!” she said. Annette was on the dance and cheer 
teams in high school so she enjoys being able to show off her 
skills at those parties. Annette also really enjoys singing and 
loves doing karaoke. Carrie Underwood and Whitney Houston 
are her go-to artists to sing. 

In her free time, Annette enjoys giving back to her community 
by volunteering at different organizations and being a part of 
the SLI cleaning crew.
 
Annette enjoys being around the SLI staff who support her. “Of 
course I have my favorites, but all are awesome and friendly,” 
said Annette. She is also appreciative of SLI because it has 
helped her grow more respectful of others.

Annette
SLI client since 2018 • Community Living and 
Community Integration Programs



How To Support The Mission

SLI’s Giving Club
Your monthly donation helps carry 

out our mission of “Success, Learning 
& Inclusion.”

One-Time Gift
One-time giving is a great way to 

make an immediate impact.

Amazon Smile
If you shop on Amazon, be sure to 
choose us for your Amazon Smile 

organization.

Festival of Trees
Become a sponsor, a designer, or 
donate something for the various 

auctions that take place at the event.

Matching Gift
Many companies offer a donation 

matching program. Check and see if 
you can double your impact with SLI.

Social Media
Stay up to date and share the mission 
and vision of SLI with your friends and 

family online.

slitopeka.org/donations/donate-now • slifestivaloftrees.com •  Need more information? Please email kstreeter@slitopeka.org

Supporting individuals with 
intellectual disabilities since 1971



Independent Living Program
SLI’s Independent Living Program (ILP) is for those clients who have 
demonstrated the ability to live without 24-hour support. They are 
completely responsible for the cost of living independently, including 
paying rent and utilities at their own apartments, cooking and 
cleaning their home, and all of the things that come with living by 
yourself. Independent Living Advisors work with these clients to make 
sure that they are doing well with their budget, preparing healthy 
meals, managing their medicines, and solving other problems. They 
accompany the ILP client on trips to the doctor or other businesses in 
the community such as banking or grocery shopping. Many of these 
clients hold part-time or full-time employment.

In 2021, SLI designated a home that is considered a transition home 
from group living to independent living. The home provides support 
that assists clients to practice their independent living skills and learn 
new skills while preparing to live independently.

Community Living Program
SLI’s Community Living Program began in 1972 with the opening of 
Topeka’s first group home. Our homes are staffed 24/7 by dedicated 
staff who support our clients in their day-to-day needs including 
but not limited to social interaction, managing health issues, 
companionship, daily living skills, healthy lifestyles, and participating in 
community life with their housemates. Since SLI clients have disabilities 
that range from mild to profound physical and mental impairment, 
individualized staffing patterns based on the unique need in each home 
are offered. Like your home, our homes are places where our clients 
not only live, but where they thrive in the community. 

In 2021, we were inspired by the flexibility of the Direct Support 
Professionals (DSP) and other program staff who went out of their way 
to cover vacancies and provide coverage during the day in the homes. 
DSPs are truly the backbone of the organization and are committed 
to the clients. Staff members were heroes and comforters when visits 
were limited and community activities were on hold. The courage of 
the staff, when they had families themselves, and the patience and 
courage of the clients are the biggest accomplishments of 2021.

Our Programs



Community Integration Program
Our Community Integration Program (CIP) offers life-enhancing 
activities, dynamic learning, and community participation to support 
our integration and inclusion goals. This empowers our clients to remain 
engaged in contributing to the place in which they live. Program services 
are designed to promote learning, growth, and independence while also 
celebrating individual interests and differences.

Volunteerism is a big part of CIP. Even though our clients were somewhat 
limited in volunteering in the community, several clients found ways to 
keep their volunteer tradition alive.

Thanks to a grant from the Capitol Federal Foundation, in 2021, we were 
able to add a location to the Community Integration Program and create 
programming specifically designed to meet the needs of retirement-age 
individuals. The Retirement Program honors the retirement life stage 
and provides activities, engagement, a level of reduced environmental 
stimulus, and a setting designed to support the needs of aging clients.

This program is so important to our clients because it provides an 
opportunity to socialize and support each other.  Like many of us who 
returned to more “normal” activities in 2021, the reopening of CIP was a 
special moment when clients and staff reunited.



Success Story

Corey is a considerate and friendly individual who has been a 
part of SLI for 11 years in the Community Living Program.

Corey has many interests including playing video games on his 
PS4, watching Netflix, singing karaoke, and hanging out with his 
three-year-old niece. While all of those are fun, his true passion 
is airsoft. “It is similar to paintball but uses different pellets,” 
explained Corey. He is planning on attending an airsoft gathering 
this summer in Oklahoma.

Special Olympics also has a special place in Corey’s heart. He 
enjoys playing softball where his favorite position is first base.

Corey is most proud of his growth over the past couple of 
years in his mentality and attitude. He recognizes that he has 
a more positive attitude when it comes to his job and just his 
life in general. As Corey stated, “I have learned to look at things 
differently and to be present and be yourself.”

He wants others to change their attitude as well. An important 
thing to Corey is that people see him as a person and not as his 
disability. As he eloquently says, “I am more than my disability. 
I like to do things just like everyone else. I want people to 
understand that I am loved and loving and I understand things 
just like everybody.”

Corey
SLI client since 2011 • Community Living Program



Festival of Trees is in the books and we couldn’t be more 
grateful. This tradition has brought the holiday spirit to our 
community for 44 years. It is a gift of love from SLI to everyone 
who adores the Christmas holidays.  

Our good friends at Fairlawn Plaza hosted the event. We enjoyed being 
a part of the merchant community at this Topeka treasure. During the 
historic 12-day event, Festival welcomed and delighted more than 
3,800 visitors. It was an absolute joy to share the beauty of Festival 
with the community after hosting the event virtually in 2020. As always, 
everyone was awed by the talent and creativity of the designers who 
bring the event to life. 

Festival of Trees is SLI’s annual fundraiser. Its purpose is to raise money 
to support the unfunded needs of SLI clients such as transportation, 
medical supplies and advocacy, special equipment, and much more. 
We are proud to announce that the 2021 Festival of Trees event raised 
$110,000! We couldn’t have done this without our sponsors, donors, 
designers, committee, and volunteers. The lights of Festival may have 
dimmed but our clients will benefit from the event all year long. 

With gratitude, we want to thank the community and you for making 
the 2021 Festival of Trees a success.  

Festival of Trees 
Committee Members

Traci Brown
Mikki Burcher

Lisa Deghand
Jesyca Hope

Gwen Ketter
Sara Lively

Valerie Nelson
Meredith Priesner



Amazon Smile Foundation
Azura Credit Union
Ballet Midwest
Bartlett & West
Ray & Margaret Beers Family Fund
Berkshire Hathaway First, Realtors
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Kansas
Blanche Bryden Foundation
Capital Area Retired Educators
Capitol Federal Foundation
Chapter GJ of P.E.O.
Civitan Club of Topeka
Civium Architecture & Planning
Clubhouse Inn & Suites
CoreFirst Bank & Trust
Cox Communications, Inc.

Delta Dental of Kansas
Dillons Rewards 
Discovery Montessori Preschool
Eagle Auto Wash & Detailing Salon
Einstein’s
Equity Ventures Commercial, Inc.
Evergy, Inc.
Fairlawn Plaza Mall
FHLBank Topeka
Flint Hills Bank 
Gage Center Bowl
Great Life Golf & Fitness
Heartland Title
Heartland Homecare
Heartland Home Goods Co.
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.

Hogan’s Lawn Care
Hope Communications Consulting
HyVee
I.H.S. Salon
Jason’s Deli
Edward Jones - Valerie Nelson
Kansas Builders Company
Kansas Health Foundation
Kaw Valley Woodcarvers
Knights of Columbus - #534
KS Dept. of Commerce
KS Dept. of Transportation
KS State Treasurer’s Office
KSNT
KW Realtor
Magic Meals Home Delivery

Majic 107.7 / Cumulus
Mize CPA’s
Network For Good
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Paisano’s Ristorante
Peoples Insurance Group
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
Reser’s Fine Foods, Inc.
Riverside 4-H
Sam’s Club #8176
Ben Schreiner Concrete Construction
Seaman High School Key Club
Shawnee County Covid Relief Fund
Shawnee Heights UMC Quilt Group
Phillip & Betty Sisk Fund
State of KS, Office of the Governor

TEB Consulting
The GoodCoin Foundation
Topeka Area Edward Jones Offices
Topeka Art Guild
Topeka Mustang Club
Topeka Police Department
Topeka Santa Fe & BNSF Retired
Topeka Symphony Orchestra
University of KS Health - Breast Center
University United Methodist Church
Walmart #5441
Walmart #6585
Washburn Auto Service Center
Washburn Rural Middle School 
Yingling’s Auto Service

Community and Corporate Sponsors

Elida Gibbons Carol Cutter
  Dana Haden
  Lamont & Lisa Jackson
  Steve & Jeanette Johnson
  Harold & Carol Smith
  Tam Vincent

Homer Lindsey Lamont & Lisa Jackson
  Rick & Jo Ann Tate

Maggie Beers Leonard Banzet
  Ray & Margaret Beers Family Fund
  Duane & Terri Bond
  William & Charlene Bunten
  Greg & Jane Hibbs
  Lamont & Lisa Jackson
  James Lagerberg
  Jill Meyer
  Bette Morris
  Marilyn Nellis
  Bartlett Ramsey
  Ron & Betsy Rohleder
  George & Nancy Sloop
  John & Barbara Stauffer

Mary Jane Clark Sharon Durkes
  Richard & Suellyn Elliott
  Equity Ventures Commericial
  Mark & Kathleen Farr
  Flint Hills Bank
  Scott & Georgia Flood
  John & Bernetta Foster
  Greg & Janine Frederick
  Troy & Nancy Harding
  Patrick & Susan Henning
  Bill & Teresa Hutchison
  James & Mary Ann Johnson
  Carol Kraus
  David & Connie Lowe
  Teresa Martin
  Craig & Pamela Mehrhof
  James & Barbara Meinhardt
  WA & BA Newton
  Frederick & Joyce Pimple
  Stan & Dana Redrick
  Mary Reed Spencer
  Larry & Susan Seitz
  Stephen Siebert
  Lori Sommer
  Stephanie Spring
  Janice Vrablec

In Memory Of

John Shaw  Terry & Alice Bertels
  Andy Stuewe

Nancy Corbett Steven & Frances Crouch
  Lamont & Lisa Jackson
  Tandy Kimbrough
  Leslie Krull

Roberta Garner Lamont & Lisa Jackson

Sara Ratzenberger Ron & Mary Ann Youngers



Dana Adams
Kayceona Armstrong
Marilyn Arnone
Randy Austin
Brad & Sharon Avery
Kristi Baker
Leonard Banzet
Russell Barkhurst
Leigh Barrett & Alicia Rues
Christine Barton
John Phillip Barton Family
Greg Beers
Bernita Berntsen
Terry & Alice Bertels
Duane & Terri Bond
Shirley Boudreau
Cathy Brake
Elizabeth Branden
Larry & Kathy Brayton
Traci Brown
Sarah Brown
Katie Brown
Tanya Dorf Brunner
William & Charlene Bunten
Brenda Burdick
Dennis & Ruth Burks
Chad & Bre Burks
Adam & Lindsey Burks
Kathy Burlison
Bill & Sharon Buscher
Mark Carr
Mike & Vickie Carver
John Cassidy
Cressa Chalmers
Russ & Paula Cobb
Bill & Kelley Cochran
Polly Coleman

Mark & Theresa Conboy
Robert Corbett Trust
Mary Covington
Harry & Kay Craig
Jim & Judy Craig
Rita Craig
Tamara Crider
Nancee Crider
Kerry Crotinger
Steven & Frances Crouch
Steve & Trudy Cruse
Carol Cutter
Melissa Damme
Carrie Davidson
Courtney Davis
Susan Day
Katie Dean
Lisa Deghand
Sharon Durkes
Jim & Ethel Edwards
Richard & Suellyn Elliott
Duane & Beth Fager
Stephen Falls
Kitty Fapp
Susan Farley
Mark & Kathleen Farr
Joni Fitzpatrick
Scott & Georgia Flood
John & Benetta Foster
Greg & Janine Frederick
Elida Gibbons
Angie Gleason
Erin Glenn
Corey Gonzales
Robert & Teresa Good
Tim Gorton
Dana Haden

Marilyn Halsey
Troy & Nancy Harding
Bret & Monica Hart
Amanda Hartz
Russell Harvey & Patricia 
   McGivern
Caroline Hastings
Louise Hatfield
Andrea Heinen
Patrick & Susan Henning
Greg & Jane Hibbs
James Hicks
Donna Holstein
Jan Howard
Harold & Christine Huntsman
Bill & Teresa Hutchison
Lamont & Lisa Jackson
Earlene Jirik
James & Mary Ann Johnson
Steve & Jeanette Johnson
Tonya Jones
Barb Jordan
Ashley Jost
Marledeen Joy
Lucy Kariuki
Theresa Kater
Gwen Ketter
Francis Kimani
Tandy Kimbrough
Vernie Kincade
Jana Koch
Stacey Kramer
Jimi Kramer
Carol Kraus
Leslie Krull
James Lagerberg
Mark Lamden

Abby Lear
Jennifer LeClair
Stephanie Lincoln
David & Connie Lowe
Yolanda Lunkins
Amanda Lutz
Donald & Cathey Lynn
Tom & Marsha Madl
Ann Mah
Janice Martens
Teresa Martin
Guy McDonald, Jr.
Craig & Pamela Mehrhof
Rebecca Meier
Suzanne Meier
James & Barbara Meinhardt
Vicki Meyer
Jill Meyer
Elizabeth Miller
Jennifer Miller
Jeannine Miller
Sharon Miller
Tonya Mills
Tim & Anita Mitts
Harvey & Rita Mohr
Christa Montgomery
Bette Morris
Lona Morse
Dorothy Myrick
Marilyn Nellis
Larry & Valerie Nelson
Joie Newberry
W.A. & B.A. Newton
Sean Parks
Adrian Patton
Hung Pham
Steve Picotte

Mona Pilecki
Frederick & Joyce Pimple
Craig & Meredith Preisner
Jenny Prichard
Wayne Radford
Bartlett Ramsey
Stan & Dana Redrick
Jody Reel
Atlee & Chrissy Reetz
Cecelia Resnik
Debbie Rindt
Erin Rodriguez
Jessica Roeder
Ronald & Betsy Rohleder
Lori Roop
Darrell Roseberry
Michele Ross
Alisha Saucedo
Karen Schirer
Larry & Susan Seitz
Cheryl Semmel
Liz Seymour
Ron & Ann Shelton
Lori Shobe
Trish Shomaker
Sandy Short
Allyson Shove-Chard
Georgia Shultz
Stephen Siebert
Beth Simpson
Kylee Slavens
George & Nancy Sloop
Robert & Audrey Smith
Harold & Carol Smith
Lori Sommer
Mary Reed Spencer
Stephanie Spring

John & Barbara Stauffer
Kim Stolle
Bill & Shirley Streeter
Karen Streeter
Streeter Family
Marsha Strobel
Colleen Stuart
Andy Stuewe
Laura Stuhr
Wesley Tabor
Rick & Jo Ann Tate
Dean & Karen Testa
Barbara Torkelson
Doug & Traci Vincent
Nick Vincent
Tam Vincent
Janice Vrablec
Jennifer Walker
Shannon Warta
Keith & Diana Warta
Travis & Janice Watkins
Mike Watowa
Michelle Webber
Leigh Ann Wilbur
Anette Wiles
Dan Wilson
Jennifer Wise
Lisa Wood
Karen Wood
Linda Woodland
Katherine Woods
Ron & Mary Ann Youngers

Individual Donors



Tina
SLI client since 1999



Traci Brown, Immediate Past Chair
Owner, TEB Consulting, LLC

Russ Cobb, Chair
Sr. Customer Solutions Manager, Evergy

David Heit, Vice Chair
Owner, CIVIUM Architecture & Planning, PA

Phil Whalen, Treasurer
Financial Reporting Manager, Capitol Federal® Savings Bank

Lisa Jackson
President/CEO, SLI

Michael Lesser
Principal, President, Peoples Insurance Group

Abby Lear
Vice President, Administrative Services/Blue Cross Blue Shield of KS

Ron Shelton
Retired, Director of Claims, Blue Cross Blue Shield of KS

Beth Simpson
President/CEO, Heartland Pharmacy

Jeanette Johnson
Sales Associate, Berkshire Hathaway First, REALTORS

John Cassidy
General Counsel, Topeka Metro Transit Authority

TJ Lorson
President, Heartland Title Company

John Cassidy
General Counsel, Topeka Metro Transit Authority

Harry Craig
Retired President/Owner, Martin Tractor Company

Betsy Rohleder
Retired Financial Advisor, Wells Fargo

Bob Smith
Retired Executive, Fleming Companies, Inc.

James Garrison
Owner/Agent, State Farm Insurance

Russ Cobb
Sr. Customer Solutions Manager, Evergy

Lisa Jackson
President/CEO, SLI

Lisa Jackson
President/CEO

Kathy Brayton
Vice President of Finance 

Joni Fitzpatrick
Vice President of Community Living Programs

Tim Gorton
Vice President of Health Services

Tandy Kimbrough
Vice President of Community Integration Programs

Steve PIcotte
Vice President of Technology

Karen Streeter
Vice President of Development

Doug Vincent 
Vice President of Workforce Development

Traci Vincent 
Vice President of Continuous Improvement & Compliance

SLI Board of Directors:
SLI Foundation 
Board of Directors: Executive Staff



Federal      50.50%
State      33.86%
Local      12.47%
Fundraising and Special Events   1.40%
Donations, Grants, and Other Revenue  1.77%

Financials

Income

Community & Independent Living  70.68%
Community Integration    7.18%
Targeted Case Management   1.81%
Transportation     4.19%
Administrative     16.13%

Expenses

SLI is committed to transparency and excellence. The following numbers are taken from the audit of our 2021 financial 
statements by an independent audit and accounting firm.



Brandon 
SLI client since 2020



3401 SW Harrison St, Topeka, KS 66611
785-233-2566
slitopeka.org

We are SLI. A not-for-profit supporting the efforts of individuals living 
with intellectual and developmental disabilities by promoting:

Success • Learning • Inclusion


